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By OSKER SPICER
OF THE NEWS STAFF

Some Myers Park residents are
unhappy with a garage built in a
new townhouse project in their

~ neighborhood.

The president of the Myers
Park Homeowners Association
says his organization will be writ-
ing letters to the Charlotte-Meck-

lenburg Planning Commission.

protesting the construction of the
“unsightly” two-car garage.

City planning officials say the
garage was approved, and one of
the developers says it will be at-
tractive when planned land-
scaping is completed.

The 39-unit Whitehall town-
house development is being built
at Queens Road West and Hope-
dale Avenue, at the former site of
the old David Johnston home.

In 1981, the, City Council ap-
proved a petition filed by the de-
velopers to rezone the 9-acre tract
from single-family use to an inno-
vative development classification
— restricting development on the
property to the site plan submit-
ted with the proposal.

Bill Hodges, president of the
neighborhood group, said the de-
velopers — Thurman Starnes Co.

“Inc. and Moffatt Sherard and As-
sociates Inc. — did not include
plans for the garage in question in
the original plan.

He said the neighborhood group

Garage on Hopedale Avenue. (News photo/Jeep Hunter)

gave its blessings to the plan “pri-
marily because it called for an ex-
tensive set-back' and natural
plant buffers.

But the back of the garage is
glaringly visible from Hopedale
and detracts from the character of
the entire area, he said.

“We are upset about it,” Mr.
Hodges said. ' . . . They went

behind our backs and changed the
plan.”

Any deviation from the ap-
proved site plan would have to be
approved by the Planning Com-
mission, and Mr. Hodges said resi-
dents assumed changes would be
brought to their attention since
the developers appealed to resi-
dents for their approval of the

original plan.

Dick Hauersperger, head of the
Planning Commission’s urban de-
sign staff, said the amendment al-
lowing construction of the garage
was approved last May by Martin
Cramton, director of the Planning
Commission staif, who has the au-
thority to make minor changes.

Mr. Cramton said he often

makes such changes based on rec-
ommendations from his staff, af-
ter verifying that the changes will
not “particularly alter the con-
cept” of the approved plan.

The addition of the single two-
car garage — in an area allotted
for paved parking — was the only
change in the Whitehall project,
Mr. Cramton said.

Moffatt Sherard, one of the de-
velopers, said the garage is merely
an added portion of a wall in-
cluded in the original site plan.

“We are not attempting to pull
the wool over anyone's eyes,” he
said.

“We're just asking that they
(residents) wait and see how we
develop it. The garage and the ad-
joining wall will be landscaped
with decorative vines and other
plants and will blend into the sur-
rounding terrain.

“It’ll look so good, they'll soon
forget about it,” he said.

Mr.. Hodges said he feels the
rules poverning staff-approved
plan amendments are too lenient.
The neighborhood group is having
its lawyers check the legal aspects
of the action, he said.

“We're going to have to oppose
any action which allows the plan-
ning staff to make independent
decisions’’ on conditional site
plans, Mr. Hodges said, “unless
we can get some assurances that
we will be contacted before a de-
cision is made."
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